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THIS 
MATCH

THE WANDERER
The views in this publication are not 
necessarily the views of the Western Sydney 
Wanderers FC. Material in this publication 
is copyrighted and may only be reproduced 
with written permission from the club.

ADVERTISING
For all advertising enquiries for 
The Wanderer or partnership with the 
club contact the Corporate Partnerships 
Team by sending an email to 
corporate@wswanderersfc.com.au or 
visit corporate.wanderland.com.au

PHOTOGRAPHY
All photography in The Wanderer is courtesy 
of Ali Erhan, Eric Berry, Getty Images, 
Kellie Lemon and Steve Christo.
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Aqualand are proud to be Senior Partners 
of Western Sydney Wanderers 2018/2019.

Sales Suite open 7 days, 10am to 4pm. 
64 Mackillop Drive, Baulkham Hills. 

bellevueresidences.com.au  •  1800 958 074

AQUALAND AUSTRALIA HAS BEEN DELIVERING PROPERT Y DIFFERENTLY SINCE 2014

Nestled in the heart of Norwest,
plant the seeds for an incredible future.

Now Selling.
The Aster Collection, comprising 14 grand land lots 
from 705m2. Secure your place in this coveted new 
neighbourhood with our stage one limited release.
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As a family, we found Western Sydney Wanderers through early intervention programs with my son who is on the autism spectrum. 
We got a great opportunity for him to be a player mascot and we came along, he met some new friends from outside of school 

and actually made some new connections. We thought this was a really good activity to tap into and we became members - that 
started our Western Sydney Wanderers journey. The growth of the Western Sydney Wanderers has really united Western Sydney 
around their core values, because they are very similar to what is here in the West. The Wanderers provide a sense of belonging, 
something to be a part of, something to share a meal over, something to build your own personal network and that’s why I wear 

the Red & Black with pride.
Gabrielle Dracopolous Member #12312

Mitsubishi Electric, proudly supporting
The Western Sydney Wanderers FC.

Support Your Team in Style

MSZ-EF Series
» Energy Ef� cient » Wi-Fi Control 

(Optional upgrade adapter 
required per unit)

» Platnium Filter

For more information on our products 
please visit www.mitsubishielectric.com.au              Phone:1300 280 625    

11022019_WSW Magazine Artwork_EF Series.indd   1 12/02/2019   4:00:42 PM
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Tonight we're celebrating our members! Thanks to our membership partner The Coffee Emporium, we're 
giving back to our members who have supported us this season! By simply scanning in to tonight's match 
our members have already gone into the running to win some great prizes. Join us at The Coffee Emporium 
Members Lounge pre-match to find out more and collect your free mug! 

MEMBERS 
APPRECIATION MATCH

It's almost better than Christmas... It's 
Derby Day with the Red & Black hosting 
their cross-city rivals in the final Sydney 

Derby at ANZ Stadium tonight. 
The Wanderers head into tonight's match 
after a recent 3-2 loss to Newcastle Jets at 
McDonald Jones Stadium. 
Goals to Roy O'Donovan, Dimitri Petratos and 
Angus Thurgate cancelled out goals from 
Rashid Mahazi and Keanu Baccus, securing 
all three points for the home side.
It was an entertaining first half by the Red 
& Black who dominated from the outset and 
should have gotten more out of the fixture. 
Despite the Jets taking the lead through 
O'Donovan, Mahazi made the scores level 
before the end of the first half.
Mahazi hadn't scored in any of his previous 
86 Hyundai A-League games but broke his 
duck with a towering header from Alex 
Baumjohann’s free-kick.
The second half saw Petratos put the Jets 
in front after an error by keeper Vedran 
Janjetovic before Baccus fired home an epic 
long-distance effort. 
There would be one final twist in this epic 
contest as Thurgate capitalised on a mix-up 
at the back from Brendan Hamill and Tarek 
Elrich to slot into the bottom corner.

(Top) All smiles from Mitchell 

Duke at training, (Left) Vedran 

Janjetovic in the zone at training

Tonight's match will be an interesting test for 
the Red & Black who have been consistently 
building on their previous performances.
The Sky Blues will be flying high though 
after a last-gasp winner against Melbourne 
Victory in the Big Blue last Saturday night. 
Goals from Brandon O’Neill and Kosta 
Barbarouses inside the first 16 minutes 
looked like it would be the story of the 
match until Milos Ninkovic’s late heroics.
But it's not all positives for Sydney, who have 
been thrown a spanner in the works in their 
Derby preparations with a mid-week AFC Asian 
Champions League clash against Shanghai SIPG. 
Despite the two sides very different 
positions on the Hyundai A-League ladder 
this season, one things for certain is that 
previous results are thrown out the window 
when it comes to Derby day. So buckle up 
and get ready for another very entertaining 
Sydney Derby fixture. 

MATCH 
PREVIEW
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The Matildas qualified for their third Women's World Cup on this day in 2003. In 
the team's last Oceania qualifying campaign before moving to Asia, Australia 
finished first in a five-team round-robin tournament with a final match day win 
over New Zealand, qualifying directly into the Women's World Cup later in 2003. 
Despite being the strongest team in Oceania over the previous decade, the 
Matildas struggled in their three World Cups from 1995 to 2003.  

Andrew Howe @AndyHowe_statto is Australia’s leading football statistician. He is co-author of the 

upcoming Encyclopedia of Matildas, now available for pre-order from fairplaypublishing.com.au.

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of our Foundation 
Powerchair player and Foundation Member #17403 Alex Scollard and Foundation 
Member #19168 Daniel Newcombe. Our deepest sympathies go out to the 
Scollard and Newcombe families and friends during this difficult time.
Alex was a true inspiration for those afflicted with Duchenne and had recently 
completed the 172km Walk 4 Duchenne earlier this year with his family. His 
family have asked in lieu of flowers donations can be made at Save Our Sons 
Duchenne Foundation - saveoursons.org.au.
Daniel was a massive Wanderers fan who attended the home games with his 
dad Ross. Daniel participated in the World Powerchair Hockey Championships 
with the Australian Sliders last year in Italy. 

ON THIS 
DAY

VALE ALEX AND 
DANIEL

COURTESY OF ANDREW HOWE 
 @ANDYHOWE_STATTO
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THE  
RESURGENCE
THE WANDERERS HAVE FOUND THEIR 
FEET AHEAD OF THEIR EPIC RETURN TO 
WANDERLAND

STORY BY JESSICA CSASZAR 
 @JESSICACSASZAR

With less than 100 days to go until 
the Red & Black return to their 
spiritual home of Wanderland to 

take on English giants Leeds United, the 
Wanderers have began their run to form in 
the perfect way ahead of their trip home.
It has certainly been a mixed bag of 
results for the Wanderers since they began 
'wandering' throughout Sydney Olympic 
Park after the demolition of Pirtek Stadium 
in Parramatta.  

Their displacement has brought it's own 
set of challenges but under the guidance of 
head coach Markus Babbel, the Wanderers 
look to have finally found a new spark. 
The Wanderers late resurgence at the end 
of the 2018/19 season can be credited to 
many things.
Firstly, the arrival of many new and 
important recruits during the January player 
window has sparked a new form of life in 
the squad. 
Mitchell Duke, Kwame Yeboah and the late 
signing of Giancarlo Gallifuoco have given 
the Red & Black not only something to sing 
for, but something also to believe in.
In particular, Duke's impact at the club has 
seen him aptly named the "Duke of Western 
Sydney" - a credit to his passionate nature 
and fiery determination every time he steps 
onto the park. 
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Duke alone has had 19 shots on target in 
his eight matches for the club, converting 
four of those and one which included a very 
memorably splits goal celebration. 
The 27-year-old has also pushed the 
Red & Black to new heights thanks to 
his leadership off the park, treating each 
training session as if it were game day and 
providing guidance to the next generation 
of Wanderers. 
Quietly in the wings, Kwame Yeboah has also 
been making fantastic progress and his own 
impact at the Red & Black. 
Having returned to Australia following stints 
in Germany with Borussia Mönchengladbach, 
Paderborn and SC Fortuna Köln, Yeboah has 
made the Red & Black his own. 
Having featured in eight Wanderers matches 
so far, Yeboah has had a total of 17 shots 
and has two goals to his name. 
Gallifuoco, having featured in a handful of games 
so far, has been the grit and fortitude the Wanderers 

(Left to right) Mitchell Duke 

celebrates his goal with his 

signature celebration, Keanu 

Baccus celebrates with Kwame 

Yeboah in Perth

have been missing. Playing both a starting role and 
a role coming off the bench, the youngster has so 
far had an 80% tackle success rate. 
A bully in the midfield, Gallifuoco will not 
doubt be looking to make a name for himself 
in tonight's Derby going off his recent 
passionate displays for the club. 
Apart from the new faces to don the Red & 
Black hoops at the back-end of the season, 
the next generation of Wanderers stars have 
also helped the Red & Black build for not 
only their return to Wanderland but also for 
future generations to come. 
The Wanderers have had a league high of 
youngsters get minutes in their senior ranks 
this season and from what we've seen so far, 
the future is very bright. 
There's no doubt that we will be seeing the 
likes of Keanu Baccus, Nicholas Suman, Tass 
Mourdoukoutas, Tate Russell, Marc Tokich 
and Mathieu Cordier and Kosta Grozos in the 
Red & Black in many years to come. 

And third and finally with belief and confidence, 
comes a very powerful resurgence. 
Senior players such as Brendan Hamill, 
Tarek Elrich and Vedran Janjetovic have 
all been thriving under the tutelage of 
head coach Markus Babbel and will be no 
doubt looking to kick it up another notch 
next season when the club returns to 
Wanderland. 
Despite it's challenges, the trade-off for this 
season has been worth it with the Red & Black 
set to return to Wanderland stronger than ever. 
The countdown is officially on for the 
Wanderers return home and we can't wait to 
see what's to come.  

10
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 13 43 63
turnerfreeman.com.au

SYDNEY 
PARRAMATTA 
PENRITH 
CAMPBELLTOWN 
WOLLONGONG 
NEWCASTLE

WE TURN 
LIVES 
AROUND

For over 60 years Turner Freeman has been turning  
workers’ lives around by fighting and winning compensation  
claims against big corporations and insurance companies.

proud supporter and legal partner  
of the western sydney wanderers fc

 Asbestos claims

 Workers compensation claims

 Road accident claims

 Public place accidents

 Medical negligence

 Conveyancing

 Family law

 Employment law

 Wills & probate

 Will disputes

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:

 No win, no fee*

 Home and hospital visits available

 Obligation-free consultation

 Free case assessment

 National strength – local focus

HOW WE MAKE IT EASY:

*Conditions apply in some cases

Our team’s goal  
is to win your case

7119_TF_WSW_Mag_A4_6.indd   1 25/9/17   12:50 pm



PLAYERS 
TO WATCH

Mahazi joined the Wanderers this 
season from Victorian Premier 
League club Moreland Zebras. 
The defensive midfielder has 
had a wealth of experience in the 
Hyundai A-League, winning both 
the Championship and Premiership 
in 2014/15 as well as the FFA Cup 
in 2015. Mahazi hadn't scored in 
any of his previous 86 Hyundai 
A-League games but broke his 
duck with a towering header 
last Saturday in Round 24 of the 
Hyundai A-League against the 
Newcastle Jets.  

Paulo Retre joined the Sky Blues 
in June 2017. The versatile Retre, 
who has experience playing in 
defence and both as a defensive 
and attacking midfielder won a 
number of accolades during his 
first season at the club. 
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ABRAHAM MAJOK HAS FOLLOWED IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF DISTANT COUSIN AWER MABIL 
TO INSPIRE A NEW GENERATION OF AFRICAN 
AUSTRALIANS

MAJOK  
INSPIRING 
NEXT GEN

Abraham Majok remembers watching on in awe as young 
Awer Mabil erupted onto the Hyundai A-League stage six 
years ago.

Little did he know that he and the then-Adelaide United 
teenager had more in common than he originally thought. 
Not only are Majok and Mabil former Kenyan-born refugees to 
South Sudanese parents, but also happen to be distant cousins 
through Majok’s grandmother.
Indeed, it is the same Kakuma camp where many hardships 
were endured by both as young children which Mabil returned 
to in 2014 to establish his Barefoot to Boots charity, earning 
him the FIFPro Merit Award last November.
This remarkable journey, coupled with some eye-catching 
displays for the Socceroos, has catapulted Mabil into the 
national spotlight in recent months and inspired the 20-year-
old Western Sydney Wanderers striker Majok.

The pair's shared story of hope is one mirrored by thousands 
of African Australian migrants across Australia. And, on the 
back of his distant relatives rapid rise to stardom, the young 
Wanderers front man is also emerging as a torch bearer for the 
most ethnically diverse region in the country.
"It's crazy how far he's gone now," said Majok.
“Having people like him there sets a standard to show that 
anything is possible regardless of where you come from.
“It gives you that hope that although, okay, I’m in a different 
country and different culture, there’s opportunities out there 
for you to make something of yourself.
“You’ve just got to have that belief to push yourself. And with 
him being there as a role model for the kids coming up now as 
well to see that you can do something with your life as long as 
you put your mind to it and keep pushing.
“With myself now, in this position, I meet a lot of other kids as 
well that tell me that want to be like me.
"I keep telling them 'just be yourself and you'll go far'. 
'Just keep believing in what you do.' It's incredible and it's 
unbelievable at the same time. 
“Having someone like him there (helped) guide me to where I 
am today.”
Majok and his family arrived in Australia in 2005 and settled in 
Blacktown at the age of seven, where his mother gently forced 
him to take up football to ease the transition from Kakuma.
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(Top to bottom) Majok modelling 

the Wanderers away kit this 

season, Majok control possession 

against Newcastle Jets

The move met with initial resistance, but Majok would 
eventually join local club Marayong and feverishly studied 
YouTube videos of Cristiano Ronaldo and stay back at his local 
park until darkness.
He was eventually signed by Mount Druitt Town Rangers, 
with whom Majok received his breakthrough moment - a 
late double against the Wanderers National Youth League 
side in 2017.
Three players on that evening - Majok, Tate Russell and 
Mathieu Cordier - all made their maiden Hyundai A-League 
starts for the Wanderers this season.
The trio join the likes of midfield general Keanu Baccus, 
goalkeeper Nick Suman and defender Tass Mourdoukoutas 
as a cluster of Wanderers academy graduates currently in 
Markus Babbel's first team plans.
“It’s very special for all of the boys, especially through playing 
the academy together and to be able to get the opportunity to 
play in the first team,” he said.
“It definitely makes me proud especially to represent the 
Western Sydney area as well.
“It just shows that anything can happen. I know the area so 
well , I’ve always been a fan, I’d seen a few games.
“To find myself playing alongside players currently 
in the team it just like a surprise and a shock that I go 
through daily." 



TONIGHT'S MATCHSCORE
16

LADDER

P PLAYED W WINS D DRAW L LOSS F GOALS FOR A GOALS AGAINST GD GOAL DIFFERENCE PTS POINTS

SCORE SCORE

VSVS

ROUND 25 MATCHES

CLUB P W D L F A GD PTS
1 PERTH GLORY 24 16 6 1 50 22 28 54

2 SYDNEY FC 24 15 3 6 41 26 15 48

3 MELBOURNE VICTORY 24 13 5 6 47 30 17 44

4 WELLINGTON PHOENIX 24 10 7 7 42 34 8 37

5 ADELAIDE UNITED 24 10 7 7 31 29 2 37

6 MELBOURNE CITY 24 10 6 8 32 29 3 36

7 NEWCASTLE JETS 24 8 5 11 32 34 -2 29

8 WESTERN SYDNEY WANDERERS FC 24 6 5 13 40 49 -9 23

9 BRISBANE ROAR FC 24 3 6 15 32 59 -27 15

10 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 24 2 4 18 27 62 -35 10

SQUAD
S B # NAME POSITION SPONSOR
¨ ¨ 1 Danijel NIZIC Goalkeeper Centuria
¨ ¨ 3 Giancarlo GALLIFUOCO Midfielder
¨ ¨ 4 Joshua RISDON Defender Pepper Money
¨ ¨ 5 Brendan HAMILL Defender Vaccaro Group
¨ ¨ 6 Kosta GROZOS Forward G.P.P. Skip Bins
¨ ¨ 7 Nick FITZGERALD Forward McDonald's
¨ ¨ 9 Oriol RIERA Forward Mitsubishi Electric
¨ ¨ 10 Alex BAUMJOHANN Midfielder Aqualand
¨ ¨ 11 Bruce KAMAU Forward Castle Hill Hyundai
¨ ¨ 12 Mitchell DUKE Forward
¨ ¨ 13 Tass MOURDOUKOUTAS Defender Hertz
¨ ¨ 16 Jaushua SOTIRIO Forward
¨ ¨ 17 Keanu BACCUS Midfielder Best Signs
¨ ¨ 18 Mark TOKICH Midfielder Pronto Cloud
¨ ¨ 19 Mark BRIDGE Forward Turner Freeman Lawyers
¨ ¨ 20 Vedran JANJETOVIC Goalkeeper Joe Black
¨ ¨ 21 Tarek ELRICH Defender Transport for NSW
¨ ¨ 22 Rashid MAHAZI Midfielder Club Marconi
¨ ¨ 23 Lachlan SCOTT Forward
¨ ¨ 24 Raúl LLORENTE Defender Access Fire
¨ ¨ 27 Kwame YEBOAH Forward
¨ ¨ 28 Roly BONEVACIA Midfielder Multiquip
¨ ¨ 32 John ROBERTS Forward
¨ ¨ 33 Tate RUSSELL Defender
¨ ¨ 34 Patrick ZEIGLER Defender Wet'N'Wild
¨ ¨ 40 Nicholas SUMAN Goalkeeper
¨ ¨ 49 Abraham MAJOK Forward Western Sydney University

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES
Markus BABBEL Jean-Paul DE MARIGNY

Arthur DILES

Davide DEL GIOVINE

SUBSTITUTES
OFF ON

looking for great food..
looking for great coffee..

www.thecoffeeemporium.com.authecoffeeemporium/australia
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TONIGHT'S MATCH SCORE

P PLAYED W WINS D DRAW L LOSS F GOALS FOR A GOALS AGAINST GD GOAL DIFFERENCE PTS POINTS

SCORE SCORE

VSVS

CORRECT AS OF ROUND 24

CLUB P W D L F A GD PTS
1 PERTH GLORY 24 16 6 1 50 22 28 54

2 SYDNEY FC 24 15 3 6 41 26 15 48

3 MELBOURNE VICTORY 24 13 5 6 47 30 17 44

4 WELLINGTON PHOENIX 24 10 7 7 42 34 8 37

5 ADELAIDE UNITED 24 10 7 7 31 29 2 37

6 MELBOURNE CITY 24 10 6 8 32 29 3 36

7 NEWCASTLE JETS 24 8 5 11 32 34 -2 29

8 WESTERN SYDNEY WANDERERS FC 24 6 5 13 40 49 -9 23

9 BRISBANE ROAR FC 24 3 6 15 32 59 -27 15

10 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 24 2 4 18 27 62 -35 10

SQUAD

# NAME POSITION S B
1 Andrew REDMAYNE Goalkeeper ¨ ¨
2 Aaron CALVER Defender ¨ ¨
3 Benjamin WARLAND Defender ¨ ¨
4 Alexander WILKINSON Defender ¨ ¨
5 Jop VAN DER LINDEN Defender ¨ ¨
6 Joshua BRILLANTE Midfielder ¨ ¨
7 Michael ZULLO Midfielder ¨ ¨
8 Paulo RETRE Midfielder ¨ ¨
9 Adam LE FONDRE Forward ¨ ¨

10 Milos NINKOVIC Midfielder ¨ ¨
11 Daniel DE SILVA Midfielder ¨ ¨
12 Trent BUHAGIAR Forward ¨ ¨
13 Brandon O'NEILL Midfielder ¨ ¨
14 Alex BROSQUE Forward ¨ ¨
16 Reza GHOOCHANNEJHAD Forward ¨ ¨
17 Anthony CACERES Midfielder ¨ ¨
18 Jacob TRATT Defender ¨ ¨
19 Christopher ZUVELA Midfielder ¨ ¨
20 Aleksander CISAK Goalkeeper ¨ ¨
21 Mitchell AUSTIN Forward ¨ ¨
22 Siem DE JONG Forward ¨ ¨
23 Rhyan GRANT Defender ¨ ¨
24 Cameron DEVLIN Midfielder ¨ ¨
25 Joel KING Defender ¨ ¨
30 Thomas HEWARD-BELLE Goalkeeper ¨ ¨
31 Luke IVANOVIC Forward ¨ ¨

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES
Steve CORICA Ufuk TALAY

Rob STANTON
John CRAWLEY

SUBSTITUTES
OFF ON

looking for great food..
looking for great coffee..

www.thecoffeeemporium.com.authecoffeeemporium/australia



Can you spot the five differences below?
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1. �Which Wanderer 
recently reached 100 
matches for the club?

2. �Name the two signings 
the Wanderers made in 
January

3. �Following tonight's 
match, how many games 

do the Wanderers have 
left at ANZ Stadium 
and who are their 
opponents?

4. �What was the score in 
the Wanderers Round 
23 match against 
Melbourne City and who 
were the goal scorers?

This week’s Junior 
Wanderers are 
from St Clair 

Strikers in the Nepean FA! 
The team were our player 
mascots at our last home 
match against Melbourne 
City!  

ARE YOU A JUNIOR 
WANDERER? 
 Snap a photo and tag 
@wswanderersfc on 
Instagram to feature in 
the next issue of The 
Wanderer. 

30% OFF
SHOPWANDERERS

ALL PRODUCT IN STORE TONIGHT ONLY
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Spot the Difference: 1. The star is missing from Oriol Riera's jersey 2. The dot on the 'i' is missing from Centuria's logo on Oriol Riera's jersey 3. Sydney FC player Aaron Calver's 
arm is missing 4. The TAB sign behind Oriol Riera has been coloured green 5. 'A-League' is missing from the Hyundai A-League badge on Oriol Riera's jersey.  Junior Quiz 
Answers: 1. Brendan Hamill 2.Kwame Yeboah and Mitchell Duke, 3. One and Melbourne Victory, 4. 3-0, Two goals for Oriol Riera and one for Mitchell Duke

With the weather starting 
to cool down as we 
head into winter, we've 

got some important tips on how you 
can stay warm during those colder 
days at school.

•	 Dress in lawyers and start 
with a good thermal base to 
stay warm

•	 Wear a weather appropriate 
jacket having a jacket that 
is both waterproof and 
windproof is essential

•	 Always bring a hat and gloves
•	 Find the right footwear as cold 

feet can make even the most 
fun activities not so fun 

Is there anything better than 
the lead-up to Derby week?

We've been out and 
about in the community 
recently to drum up support for 
the Red & Black this Derby day!

It all started with our 
participation in RunWest and 
where we ran in the 4km race 
at Blacktown International 
Sports Park! 

It was so cool to meet 
and make some valuable 
friendships with some of the 
Wanderers that were on the 
run and we hope we get to see 
some of them again tonight!

The run was located near 
Wanderers headquarters 
and we also had a great time 
playing in the dribble zone 
post-match!

Remember, feel free to come 
and say hi if you see us around 
at the game tonight. 
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MARK BRIDGE IS ON THE CUSP OF REACHING  
A MAJOR HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE MILESTONE

BRIDGE ON CUSP 
OF 250 MATCHES

It's not everyday a player reaches a major 
milestone, let alone 250 matches in a 
single competition. 

For Wanderers legend Mark Bridge, that 
moment is almost coming with one more 
appearance needed to reach the elusive 
250-match mark. 
Bridge is a legend in his own right and the 
journey to 250 matches has had it's fair share 
of both ups and downs.

 “I mean looking at it now with only two 
games to get until the 250, it’s such a big 
thing and only nine other players have done 
it,” said Bridge.
“But not only that, its when you start. If I 
think about the beginning, if you think to 
yourself oh I’m going to get to 250 games, 
I mean just to get to 20 games would have 
been an achievement when I started. 
“I mean, I just kept plodding along and ended 
up here. It hasn’t always been easy, it’s been 
a bit up and down a fair bit as careers do. 
There’s form slumps, injuries, I mean all it 
takes is one coach not to like you and then 
you don’t play. It’s just things like that.
“It’s just about your commitment to the game 
and your commitment to your profession that 
you hold hope that it all ends up well and 
I’m one of those fortunate ones where it has 
turned out pretty well. "
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Bridge has had his fair share of success 
during his career, winning the Hyundai 
A-League Championship in 2008 with 
Newcastle Jets, the Premiership and 
Championship with the Sky Blues as well as 
the Premiership and AFC Champions League 
in 2014 with the Red & Black. 
One of the moments that has stood the test 
of time for Bridge was his involvement in the 
very first Hyundai A-League match.
"I can instantly remember my first game 
in the Hyundai A-League. I can still see it 
in my head, Newcastle vs Adelaide up in 
Newcastle," reflected Bridge. 
"It's funny that going back now 15 years, 
maybe more, that I can still remember it 
clear as day. 
"It's things like that and it was pretty cool 
to be involved in the very first Hyundai 
A-League game, it's been a hell of a ride.
"But I mean in terms of reflecting on the 
stuff I've achieved, it still hasn't really 
sunk in yet. 
"It probably will when I retire or when I'm 
telling my kids later in life, maybe then it will 
sink in how many things I've achieved and 
how big they were."
Bridge was part of the Wanderers foundation 
squad and was fundamental in the club's 
very early success. 
For the forward, the Red & Black's success in 
bringing the community together off the pitch 
is just as important as their achievements on it. 
"The birth of the Wanderers meant a lot to 
players like me who are from Western Sydney 
and love Western Sydney," explained Bridge.
"At the start it was difficult because you had 
no choice but to move. Even if you're playing at 
Sydney FC like I did, it was a hike to get in there 
and you don't have a connection to the city.
"To have a team out here, that your friends 
and family want to be part of as well is huge.
"My family and friends, followed me everywhere, 
they went for all my teams but they have a 
sense of belonging at the Wanderers.

"It's massive and you can see even now that 
even though we've had a rough couple of 
years that everyone loves the club. 
"It's such a big club and a big area that brings 
together so many cultures and nationalities 
into one family." 
Looking back on his first few seasons at the 
club, the 33-year-old believes that the club's 
early success has set them up for a very 
bright future in years to come. 
"The one thing that really hasn't sunk in is 
the first season of the Wanderers and the 
first few years and how big we really were," 
explained Bridge.
" We took it for granted and it’s not normal for 
a club to be that successful off the bat, we 
won an Asian Champions League.
" Thinking about it now it was ridiculous and we 
had no right to win that tournament, but we did.
" I think it’s massive having that success early 
on and it has helped up get a new training 
ground and given us the new stadium. 
"High quality players come to our club 
because they want to play for us because 
it's such a good environment. The first few 
years of success have set this club up for 
the future."
With only two games to go until Bridge 
reaches the 250 club, there was a point this 
season with the forward didn't think he could 
make it. Falling to injury four times in a row. 
"There a chance where I didn't think I would 
run out, it's been a hard year, not one calf 
injury in 16 years and I got four in one 
season," said Bridge. 
" I mean, I still can’t believe it’s happened 
and to get back involved with the squad has 
been a great personal achievement.
"It’s been fortunate that in my last season 
that I’ve had such a great group of boys 
around me who have kept me up.
" It’s something I’ll be forever grateful for, 
after the 250th game, if I get there, it’s 
something that I’ll look back only on when 
I’ve finished. 



22

Arthur Diles' men have continued their hot form with 
wins over Hills United and Rydalmere Lions in the 
National Premier League 2 competition, extending their 

unbeaten streak to four games in a row. 
The Wanderers firstly, made it three wins from three after a 
4-1 triumph over Hills United. 
 A Mohamed Adam double, plus goals from Daniel Wilmering 
and Marley Peterson, led the Wanderers to victory, with Daine 
Merrin getting on the scoresheet for Hills.
Midway through the first half, the Wanderers had their first 
real opportunity when John Roberts broke down the right and 
crossed for Wilmering, but his header was blocked.
The Red & Black had further chances through Adam and 
Roberts, then with half-time approaching Nicholas Suman was 
called upon to keep the scores level, making an excellent one 
on one save from Rayner. 

THE WANDERERS HAVE CONTINUED TO MAKE 
A NAME FOR THEMSELVES IN THE NPL 2 
COMPETITION

NPL ON THE  
RUN

The Wanderers came out for the second half with all guns 
blazing and were in front a few minutes later after the restart. 
It was Wilmering who made it 1-0, netting his first goal of the 
season after reacting quickest to Peterson's deflected shot.
A minute later, Adam almost doubled the Wanderers lead beating 
a defender in the area before firing just over the crossbar. 
There was a setback just after the hour mark when Hills 
equalised through Merrin, but the Wanderers didn't let their 
heads drop and were soon back in front. 
It was a nice play in the build up as Roberts evaded two 
opponents and found Wilmering, who whipped in a great cross 
for Adam to volley the ball home. 
The Wanderers pushed to extend their lead and Wilmering 
tested Catlin with a shot from inside the penalty area before 
Marley Peterson tried a shot from distance which went over. 
As Hills pushed for an equaliser, Suman showed he was 
up to the challenge, making two incredible saves in quick 
succession to keep us in front. 
The saves would prove crucial, as a minute later Peterson 
raced onto Fabian Monge’s excellent through pass, slotting the 
ball past Catlin to double the Wanderers lead.
It got even better in stoppage time, as Adam made it 4-1 with 
a deflected shot which landed in the top corner.
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(Right to left) Wanderers NPL 2 

team celebrate a goal, Daniel 

Wilmering bounds through Hills 

United's defence

The victory over Hills saw the Wanderers move into second 
place on the ladder, prior to their match against Rydalmere 
Lions last Sunday afternoon.
The Red & Black then flew into top spot on the NPL 2 ladder 
after a 2-0 victory over Rydalmere. 
After a goalless first half, strikes from Mohamed Adam and 
John Roberts secured the sides fourth consecutive win. 
The Wanderers were on the attack from the opening whistle 
and almost took the lead in the opening minute, but Adam 
was somehow denied from point blank range. 
With just over 15 minutes played, Fabian Monge moved into 
space and tried a shot from distance.
The Red & Black had the game in their hands and further long 
range efforts from Marley Peterson, Tate Russell and Adam 
tested Rydalmere's keeper.
After a number of chances, the Wanderers finally broke the 
deadlock. Daniel Wilmering received the ball in space after a 

well-worked short-corner routine and his cross was perfect, 
allowing Adam to head home for his seventh goal of the season.
Not satisfied with the margin, the Wanderers pushed to 
extend the lead, scoring the second goal just after the 
hour mark. 
Adam picked up Wilmering with a precise cross, and although 
the shot was saved, Roberts was in the right place to score 
from the rebound. 
The Red & Black didn't let up with Andrea Agamemnonos 
showing good skill to spin away from an opponent on the edge 
of the area before being denied by the keeper.
Rydalmere attempted to get back into the contest, but the 
Wanderers defence was too solid and Mohamed Al Taay made 
a number of crucial blocks. 
The result capped off a fantastic couple of weeks for the 
Wanderers NPL 2 side who will tomorrow take on Canterbury 
Bankstown and look to extend their winning streak. 
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Our match against Melbourne City 
was a great reaction to the Wellington 
game so to come out and win against 

City was a massive result in our season. 
To be fair, all the boys have noticed that I'm 
pretty flexible and I stretch all the time. 
So I told the boys that the next goal I score, 
I'll do the splits. 
Everyone was just loving it and we've got a 
few games left of the season so we want to 
finish on a positive note.
We go game by game and see where it takes us.
I treat training as a game every day. That's 
the level I've been used to in Japan.
Everyone is just so professional, so no the ball, 
so motivated. Training is where you're fighting 
for your position for game day, so that's where 
you need to perform at your best. 

Everyone is different in their week of training, 
but I can't help myself. I'm full of energy and 
I just constantly run and just push it out to 
the maximum level. 
Everyone has just jumped on board with 
it, really doing their individual jobs and 
collectively as a team it's been shining 
through and we're starting to see results. 
We've just got to focus on our situation and 
win as many games as possible. We've got to 
show good character instead of just throwing 
away the season.  

DUKE ON "THAT" GOAL CELEBRATION
AND THE REST OF OUR SEASON

 �TO CELEBRATE DERBY DAY WE'VE CREATED A PLAYLIST WITH WESTERN 
SYDNEY’S BEST ARTISTS LISTEN NOW AT SPOTIFY.COM/USER/
WSWANDERERSFC

SHE LOOKS SO PERFECT 5 SECONDS OF SUMMER  
BECAUSE I LOVE YOU MONTAIGNE 
THE VISITOR MIRACLE 
BACK IN BLACK AC/DC 
SALLY THE THUNDAMENTALS

WINGS DELTA GOODREM 
BLACK & GOLD SAM SPARROW 
POOL PARTY JULIA JACKLIN 
THE KEY B WISE 
BAD HABITS KERSER



Who do we slow for?  
Slow down for Wanderers.

Too many lives are lost to speeding. So this season, dozens of young 

Wanderers’  fans have come together to send a message to all road users. 

They want you slow down, to protect the lives of thier mothers and fathers, 

sisters and brothers. Who do you slow for? 

Watch thier passionate chant on at facebook.com/TransportforNSW

Too many lives are lost to speeding. So this season, dozens of young 

Wanderers’  fans have come together to send a message to all road users. 

They want you to slow down, to protect the lives of their mothers and 

fathers, sisters and brothers. Who do you slow for?  

Visit towardszero.nsw.gov.au/sponsorships/westernsydneywanderers

 For everyone on our roads, slow down.

TTN0010 - PrintAd_A4 v2.indd   1 18/12/17   4:22 pm
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DERBY RIVALRY 
EXTENDS TO 
THE CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL

Tonight, the red & Black will be 
representing more than just the 
Western Sydney region. 

The Western Sydney Wanderers will tonight 
be supporting The Children's Hospital in 
Westmead and the partnership extends back 
to the club's inception.
The Red & Black frequently visit the hospital 
during key periods of the season to spread 
cheer and bring a smile to seriously sick 
kids faces. 

This week’s Centuria Wandercrew Volunteer 
of the Week is Chris Baker! You can find Chris 
on match day helping us out at The Coffee 
Emporium Member's Lounge so make sure you 
say hi if you see him!

The Wandercrew is a fantastic way to make 
new friends and meet like-minded people 
who all support the Red & Black and the 
work they do in the community.
So what are you waiting for? Join our 
Centuria Wandercrew today. 

 SIGN UP TODAY TO VOLUNTEER FOR 
THE CLUB VISIT WANDERLAND.COM.AU/
WANDERCREW

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

HELPING 
OUT

Tonight's match will mark the very first 
Children's Hospital Derby day with cross-
city rivals Sydney FC representing their 
Randwick counterpart.
The Wanderers headed to the hospital on 
Thursday and spent the afternoon visiting 
the wards and meeting the families.
Children from the The Children's Hospital 
at Westmead will tonight be forming a guard 
of honour for the player walk-out so make sure 
you get behind them and cheer them on! 

VISIT WANDERLAND.COM.AU TO FIND 
OUT MORE ABOUT OUR CHARITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

Who do we slow for?  
Slow down for Wanderers.

Too many lives are lost to speeding. So this season, dozens of young 

Wanderers’  fans have come together to send a message to all road users. 

They want you slow down, to protect the lives of thier mothers and fathers, 

sisters and brothers. Who do you slow for? 

Watch thier passionate chant on at facebook.com/TransportforNSW

Too many lives are lost to speeding. So this season, dozens of young 

Wanderers’  fans have come together to send a message to all road users. 

They want you to slow down, to protect the lives of their mothers and 

fathers, sisters and brothers. Who do you slow for?  

Visit towardszero.nsw.gov.au/sponsorships/westernsydneywanderers

 For everyone on our roads, slow down.

TTN0010 - PrintAd_A4 v2.indd   1 18/12/17   4:22 pm
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THE COFFEE EMPORIUM PROUD 
SUPPORTERS OF THE WANDERERS

The Coffee Emporium was founded in 
Western Sydney when their very first 
coffee house opened in 1991. 

Over the last 27 years, The Coffee Emporium 
have become of Australia's leading speciality 
retailers, providing guests with a premium 
coffee and dining experience. 
With over 40 coffee houses across Australia 
and internationally, The Coffee Emporium are 
rapidly expanding. 

Our commitment to excellent customer 
service combined with our multi-award 
winning coffee blend and mouth-watering  
breakfast, lunch and dinner menus have 
transformed The Coffee Emporium from a 
cafe to a premium dining destination.
Partnering with the Wanderers has only 
reinforced our commitment to the Western 
Sydney region and it's community. 
In addition to bringing great coffee and food 
to Wanderers members and the community, 
The Coffee Emporium has also become an 
attractive option for individuals who are 
interested in becoming their own boss.
Many individuals in Western Sydney have 
seized this opportunity and have joined The 
Coffee Emporium as a franchise partner at 
the expanding brand. 

At The Coffee Emporium, franchise partners 
are more than business partners.
They are valued members that are part of our 
big family dedicated to providing guests with the 
best coffee, great food and outstanding service. 
We have some great opportunities across New 
South Wales. We'd love to talk to you about how 
we can provide the foundation and support 
to allow you to achieve your own business 
aspirations and to become your own boss. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Crown and want to learn about 
opportunities available contact us via 
supportoffice@thecoffeeemporium.com.au 
or call us on (02) 9635 122.

#1 UNI IN NSW 
FOR EMPLOYER 
SATISFACTION.*

To find out more, visit 
westernsydney.edu.au/future/why-western

*QILT Employer Satisfaction Survey 2016 to 2018

OMAC3643 Wanderers_matchday_ads_v02.indd   1 15/2/19   2:02 pm
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CO-MAJOR PARTNERS

SENIOR PARTNERS

CHARITY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL CATEGORY PARTNERS

HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE PARTNERS

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

E-LEAGUE PARTNERS

Access Fire Protection
Accor Hotels
AGS Structural 
Alex&Co.
Australian Turf Club
Blacktown Workers Club
Bleasdale National Contractors
Castle Hill Hyundai
City of Parramatta

Cucina 105
Cyient
Event Cinemas
First Phase Football
Four J’s Cleaning Services
G.P.P. Skip Bins
Hertz
House With No Steps
Icons of Sport

Industrial Harvest
JDC Prime Holdings
Joe Black
Multiquip Transport
National Projects & Maintenance
PLAYR
Podiatry One
Pronto Cloud
Sound Agents

Stulz
Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Thai Airways International
UFC GYM Blacktown 
Waterview in Bicentennial Park
Wet‘N’Wild Sydney

BUSINESS PARTNERS




