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PRIDE. POWER. WEST.

THE LETTER 05

ERICA HALLOWAY 
WESTERN SYDNEY WANDERERS WESTFIELD W-LEAGUE CAPTAIN

Good evening and welcome to tonight's double header at Bankwest 
Stadium. I have been at the Wanderers for five years, I've been 
co-captain for some of those and this year there is something really 
special about the group that has come together. We've had some 
great signings, we have incredible facilities and of course, we have 
the new Bankwest Stadium. We have so much to look forward to 
this season and hopefully, I can be the first captain to lead us to the 
Finals Series. This year like the Hyundai A-League team, we've got 
no excuses. We have some great up and coming kids who are eager 
to play in the professional league and some fantastic internationals 
who have had a lot of hype around them. Some of the internationals 
are coming off the back of a Championship win the National Women's 
Soccer League and we hope that they can carry that through here. 
Then there are the older girls who have not played at the Wanderers 
before but have been around for a while in the Westfield W-League. 
They have loads of experiences and are real leaders both on and off 
the field. It is not about just one person leading because we have 
a few leaders in the group. Tonight, we come together as a club at 
Bankwest Stadium for a celebration of football, with us girls kicking 
off before the boys and it's a great opportunity for everyone to come 
together and watch some entertaining football. It's also the first 
time the Westfield W-League will be played at the state-of-the-art 
stadium and I can't wait for us to get on the pitch and show you what 
we've got against Newcastle Jets. Come on you Wanderers!
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06 WARM UP

Double header football is back tonight 
when we host Newcastle Jets in the 
Westfield W-League and Melbourne City in 
the Hyundai A-League at Bankwest Stadium.

Fresh off their last gasp 2-1 win over 
Adelaide United, the Wander Women 
will be buoyed by the inclusion of star 
internationals Lynn Williams and Denise 
O’Sullivan for their Red & Black debuts.

Dean Heffernan’s side showed great 
resilience to come from a goal down to grab 
all three points in the season opener at 
Marconi Stadium last Thursday night with 
US international Kristen Hamilton and Young 
Matilda Kyra Cooney-Cross grabbing the goals.

Using her blistering pace and skill, Hamilton 
turned in a five-star performance and her 
upcoming combination with North Carolina 
Courage teammates Williams and O'Sullivan 
will set the Westfield W-League on fire. 

Their opponents, Newcastle Jets, did well 
to earn a 1-1 draw with the highly fancied 

(Top to bottom) Erica Halloway leads the line during warm-ups; Mitchell 

Duke does the same

Melbourne City last Sunday, coming 
from behind after City had taken the lead 
on 22 minutes. 

Meanwhile, the Hyundai A-League side will 
be looking to continue their solid start to the 
season in one of the games of the round.

Having tasted defeat for the first time in 
five games this season in a 2-1 loss away to 
Western United on November 9, the Red & 
Black will be aiming to quickly get back to 
winning ways.

City’s 4-3 defeat to Brisbane Roar means 
the gap between the first placed Victorians 
and third placed Wanderers is just three 
points. A win would elevate the Wanderers to 
the top of the table again.

The week’s break should prove both a 
blessing and a bit of a headache for head 
coach Markus Babbel. 

It will have allowed a number of injured 
players that extra bit of time to get over 
their injuries, which means the likes of 
Bruce Kamau, Tarek Elrich, Nick Sullivan and 
Matt Jurman will likely be ready to make 
their return to the squad.

With almost a full squad to choose from, 
it will also mean Babbel could have a few 
selection headaches to contend with for one 
of the biggest games of the season.

The Wanderers will go into the game full of 
confidence knowing they have the advantage 
of playing at Wanderland, where they are 
unbeaten in three games so far this season.

Interestingly, games between the two 
sides have produced plenty of goals over the 
years - 68 all up for an average of a little 
over three goals a game, so get ready for an 
exciting night back at Wanderland. 

MATCH 
PREVIEW

TONIGHT'S MATCH 
DAY PARTNER

PLAY TO  
YOUR STRENGTHS  

WITH HSC  
TRUE REWARD.

Apply now for HSC True Reward, 
our early offer program.
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Tonight marks a very special night for our 
football club with both our Hyundai A-League 
and Westfield W-League team playing on the 
pitch of Bankwest Stadium tonight. 

It was great feeling to snatch the three 
points of Adelaide United last week in our 
season opener.

The match marked the first time we have 
ever won Round 1 in the club's Westfield 
W-League history.

It was a solid performance by the girls 
who had a very tough pre-season, so it made 
the win feel even sweeter. 

Tonight, we'll be bolstered by the arrivals 
of Lynn Williams from the US and Denise 
O'Sullivan from the Republic of Ireland.

Both girls have incredible resumés and I'm 
looking forward to seeing what they can add 
to our squad this season.

On this day in 2014, the Wanderers Hyundai A-League team 
drew 1-1 with Newcastle Jets in front of a 14,136 crowd at 
the old Pirtek Stadium. A Tomi Juric goal in the 12th minute 
was cancelled out by Newcastle Marcos Flores in what was 
the 7th round of the season. 

ON THIS 
DAY

FIELD 
REPORTER CATHERINE CANNULI 

 @CANNULI_13

Tonight we're taking on Newcastle Jets in 
the first half of the double header and they've 
had as many changes as us this season. 

Newcastle boss Craig Deans has assembled 
an impressive roster of local talent to mount 
an assault for the Finals Series. 

The Jets in the opening round of the 
competition took a point from City for the first 
time in their history after an epic 1-1 draw.

Former Jet Emily van Egmond opened the 
scoring with a blistering first-time strike in 
the 22nd minute, but Newcastle equalised 
through Teigan Collister’s superb half-volley 
strike midway through the second half.

However, a mix of great goalkeeping and 
misfortune (as shots hit the woodwork) 
meant each team had to settle for a point 
- something that we have kept an eye on at 
training this week.

The double header tonight is a great 
opportunity to watch both our teams on the 
one night in the one location. 

So get behind our Westfield W-League 
team as they open tonight's night filled 
with football.  

THE MEMBERS’ 
BAR IS BACK!
EXCLUSIVE TO MEMBERS 
NORTH WEST TERRACE, LEVEL 1, WANDERLAND
SHOW YOUR PASS TO GET ENTRY

MEMBERSHIP PARTNER
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WE ARE THE WANDERERS.

09FEATURE

MIGHTY
McGOWAN

Having finally returned back to the Hyundai 
A-league with the Wanderers this season, 
there's no doubt that Dylan McGowan has 
picked up right where he has left off.

The Para Hills junior kicked off his 
professional career at Scottish Premiership 
side Heart of Midlothian where he made 64 
appearances before loan spells at East Fifa 
and Gold Coast United. 

McGowan was only 16 year's old when 
he made the move overseas to the Scottish 
Premiership, a competition he says has 
shaped him into the player and man he 
is today. And, arguably, it was one of the 
hardest moments of his life. 

"I left home at 16 and moved across the 
other side of the world," said McGowan.

"You get left in tax and private health 
offices trying to work out what you are doing 
and it makes you grow up fast. 

"It was hard being away from home so 
I'd look forward to getting a FaceTime call 
every Sunday. 

"I grew up not only in life terms but 
football wise in that first 16-18 months 
while I was in Scotland."

The sacrifices away from family and 
friends in a unknown land paid off with 
McGowan making several starts and 
appearances for the Scottish side. 

But on top of those sacrifices and 
emotional pressures, McGowan also had 
to learn quickly on how to play in his new 
position as a central defender. 

It was a position he didn't start playing in 
until he was 16.

IT'S HARD TO IMAGINE WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE BEFORE 
DYLAN MCGOWAN WAS IN THE WANDERERS CENTRE 
OF DEFENCE
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FOLLOW US @WSWANDERERSFC     #WSWvNEW #WSWvMCY

"As I was younger, I was never a centre-
back until I was 16 but got moved back as I 
got older," explained McGowan.

"I loved watching strikers and my Dad was 
a massive Celtic fan so I always liked Henrik 
Larsson and Mark Viduka.

"Lucas Neill and Craig Moore were 
fantastic and as I got to start playing centre-
back they were at their peak for Australia 
and I tried to learn off them."

McGowan first returned to the Hyundai 
A-League with his local side Adelaide United 
in 2014 where he featured in 82 games and 
scored seven goals. 

The defender was critical in helping 
the club win both the Hyundai A-League 
Championship and FFA Cup during his three 
seasons at there.

Earning another stint overseas after his 
time at Adelaide United, McGowan then played 
for clubs such as Pacos de Ferrera, Gangwon 
and Vendyssel before returning to the 
domestic competition with the Red & Black.

McGowan, since his arrival at the club in 
June this year, has been a calming force in 
the Wanderers backline and has ensured 
that the Red & Black have their strognest 
ever start to a season. 

“
”

Lucas Neill and Craig Moore 
were fantastic as I got to start 
playing centre back.

(Previous page) McGowan leads the line

(Left to Right) McGowan celebrates Derby win; 

McGowan on the ball.
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WE ARE THE RED & BLACK.

11

Experienced and determined, McGowan 
has his eyes on winning some silverware 
during his time with the Wanderers.

"I have been quite fortunate to play in a 
lot of leagues and with a lot of good teams," 
explained McGowan.

"Now it's a case that I'd like my medal 
cabinet to be quite full by the time I finish.

"That is one of the reasons I came to the 
Wanderers, to add to that."

A leader both on and off the field, and a 
role model to the next generation of players 
coming through the Wanderers Academy, 
McGowan was also named vice-captain of the 

Hyundai A-League side this season.
"For me, my role hasn't changed. I've 

always tried to bring my personality to 
games and to training. I try to help the 
players where I can," said McGowan. 

"I am relatively vocal on the field, to 
which a lot of people either love or hate, 
but for me, my role doesn't change.

“We have got these fantastic facilities 
which have been built, the stadium, the 
training grounds and it is now time for 
the boys within the change room to start 
living up to the tag we have as one of 
the biggest clubs in the league.

"For Mitch (captian Mitchell Duke) and I, 
it is about bringing the boys together and 
making sure we have really good team spirit 
and that we fight for each other and the fans 
out on the field."

And fight for each other they have. 
A vocal and confident voice at the 

back, McGowan has driven and pushed 
the Wanderers to three points and their 
undedefeated run at home.

With only five games under his belt, 
there's not doubt that the best is yet to 
come for McGowan. And that's something 
we're very excited to see. 



13 43 63
turnerfreeman.com.au
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DYLAN 
McGOWAN

KRISTEN 
HAMILTON

HARRISON 
DELBRIDGE

CASSIDY 
DAVIS

#4 DEFENDER

#23 FORWARD

SUCCESSFUL PASSES

SUCCESSFUL PASSES

GAMES PLAYED
THIS SEASON

GAMES PLAYED
THIS SEASON

GAMES PLAYED 
THIS SEASON

GAMES PLAYED 
THIS SEASON

BLOCKS

INTERCEPTIONS

GOALS

FOULS WON

SHOOTING ACCURACY

PASSING ACCURACY

PASSING ACCURACY

269

11

5

1

5

1

184

11

2 2

9

1

6

0

2 1

90.6%

61.1%

66.7%

82.1%

47.8%

0%

#4 DEFENDER

#6 MIDFIELDER

13 43 63
turnerfreeman.com.au
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THE WANDERERS NEW SUPER SUB

PRE-SEASON 
PAYING 
OFF FOR 
COONEY-CROSS

A Ballarat City junior, Cooney-Cross is no 
stranger to the Westfield W-League scene 
having burst into the domestic competition 
at the start of the 2017/18 season when 
she signed with Melbourne Victory as a 16 
year old.

In her debut season at the club, the 
creative midfielder featured in all 12 
matches and scored two brilliant goals.

Part of last season’s Westfield W-League 
Premiers Plate winning squad, Cooney-
Cross has been a regular selection in the 
Young Matildas squad and was recently 
away with new teammates Courtney Nevin 
and Susan Phonsongkham at the AFC U-19 
Women’s Championship.

Upon her return, Cooney-Cross made an 
immediate impact and ensured that the 
Wanderers take all three points in their 
historic Round 1 win against Adelaide 
United at Marconi Stadium.
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Her set-piece was a strike forged after 
hour-upon-hour on the training field 
perfecting her craft, although she admitted 
she was not exactly aiming for a shot on goal.

“I didn’t really want to take it but Ella 
Mastrantonio asked me to, I just kicked it 
and it went in,” said Cooney-Cross.

“I don’t know what I was thinking but I have 
been practicing them every day in training.”

Cooney-Cross only linked up with the Red 
& Black a couple of days before the season 
opener and says the transition from Blue to 
Red & Black has been very easy.

“The girls have welcomed me very quickly 
and I only had two sessions with them (before 

(Left to right) Cooney-Cross scores on her debut; Cooney-

Cross celebrates wth Mastrantonio.

the season opener),” explained Cooney-Cross.
“They made me feel very comfortable 

on the field. I’ve never felt so comfortable 
especially coming on straight away.

“Thursday night against Adelaide was a very 
good game and we fought until the very end.

“I think we have a good group, good staff, 
good players and we are getting on really well.

“The girls have worked hard in pre-season 
and we have a good chance this year.”

The Wanderers will be pushing hard this 
season for a lucrative place in the Finals 
Series, one which they have never qualified 
for in the Westfield W-League. 

SUPPORT THE 
WANDER WOMEN!
GRAB A W-LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP 
AND  GO INTO THE DRAW TO WIN A 
W-LEAGUE HOME MATCH EXPERIENCE*

FAMILIES

$18000

*T
ER

MS
 &

 C
ON

DI
TI

ON
S 

AP
PL

Y.

MEMBERSHIP PARTNERWANDERLAND.COM.AU
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LADDER

P PLAYED  W WINS  D DRAW L LOSS  PTS  POINTS

SCORE SCORE

VS VS

BYE
SCORE

VS

ROUND 2 MATCHES

# CLUB P W D L PTS

1 SYDNEY FC 1 1 0 0 3

2 CANBERRA UNITED 1 1 0 0 3

3 WANDERERS FC 1 1 0 0 3

4 MELBOURNE CITY FC 1 0 1 0 1

6 NEWCASTLE JETS 1 0 1 0 1

7 BRISBANE ROAR FC 0 0 0 0 0

8 ADELAIDE UNITED 1 0 0 1 0

9 PERTH GLORY 1 0 0 1 0

10 MELBOURNE VICTORY 1 0 0 1 0

CORRECT AS OF ROUND 1

SCORE SCORE

SQUAD

S B # NAME POS. SPONSOR

¨ ¨ 1 ABBY SMITH GK VACCARO GROUP

¨ ¨ 2 ALIX ROBERTS DF MCDONALD'S

¨ ¨ 3 SAM STAAB DF EISS SUPER

¨ ¨ 5 COURTNEY NEVIN DF INTERMAIN

¨ ¨ 6 DENISE O’SULLIVAN MF MATE

¨ ¨ 7 AMY HARRISON MF PEPPER MONEY

¨ ¨ 8 ERICA HALLOWAY FW WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

¨ ¨ 9 LYNN WILLIAMS FW INTERMAIN

¨ ¨ 10 KYRA COONEY-CROSS MF EISS SUPER

¨ ¨ 11 CORTNEE VINE FW BEST SIGNS

¨ ¨ 15 ALEX HUYNH DF CENTURIA

¨ ¨ 16 LIANA DANASKOS MF WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

¨ ¨ 17 TIANA JABER MF

¨ ¨ 19 SUZI PHONSONGKHAM MF INTERMAIN

¨ ¨ 20 VESNA MILIVOJEVIC MF WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

¨ ¨ 21 ELLA MASTRANTONIO DF EISS SUPER

¨ ¨ 23 KRISTEN HAMILTON FW CENTURIA

¨ ¨ 30 COURTNEY NEWBON GK CENTURIA

¨ ¨ 40 JADA WHYMAN GK TRINITAS GROUP

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES

DEAN HEFFERNAN MICHAEL BEAUCHAMP

CATHERINE CANNULI

SUBSTITUTES

OFF ON

SQUAD

# NAME POS. S B

2 HANNAH BREWER DF ¨ ¨

4 ANNABEL MARTIN DF ¨ ¨

6 CASSIDY DAVIS MF ¨ ¨

7 GEMA SIMON DF ¨ ¨

8 SOPHIE NENADOVIC DF ¨ ¨

9 TARA ANDREWS FW ¨ ¨

10 LIBBY COPUS-BROWN MF ¨ ¨

11 PANAGIOTA PETRATOS MF ¨ ¨

12 TESSA TAMPLIN DF ¨ ¨

13 LAUREN ALLEN FW ¨ ¨

14 RENEE POUNTNEY FW ¨ ¨

17 JENNA KINGSLEY FW ¨ ¨

18 CLARE WHEELER MF ¨ ¨

19 NIKKI FLANNERY FW ¨ ¨

20 CLAIRE COELHO GK ¨ ¨

25 TEIGAN COLLISTER MF ¨ ¨

30 NICOLE SIMONSEN GK ¨ ¨

31 PAIGE KINGSTON-HOGG MF ¨ ¨

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES

CRAIG DEANS DARREN DAVIES

TONY GRANT

SUBSTITUTES

OFF ON
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LADDER

SCORE

SCORE

SCORE

SCORE

VS

VS

BYE

VS

VS

ROUND 7 MATCHES

CORRECT AS OF ROUND 6

# CLUB P W D L PTS

1 MELBOURNE CITY FC 6 4 1 1 13

2 SYDNEY FC 5 4 0 1 12

3 WANDERERS FC 5 3 1 1 10

4 WESTERN UNITED 6 3 1 2 10

5 ADELAIDE UNITED 5 3 0 2 9

6 PERTH GLORY 5 1 3 1 6

7 BRISBANE ROAR 5 1 2 2 5

8 MELBOURNE VICTORY 6 1 2 3 5

9 NEWCASTLE JETS 5 1 2 2 5

10 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 5 1 1 3 4

11 WELLINGTON PHOENIX 5 0 1 4 1

SCORE SCORE

SQUAD
S B # NAME POS. SPONSOR
¨ ¨ 1 DANIEL LOPAR GK MCDONALD'S 

¨ ¨ 4 DYLAN McGOWAN DF ACCESS FIRE  

¨ ¨ 5 DANIEL GEORGIEVSKI DF VACCARO GROUP

¨ ¨ 6 MATTHEW JURMAN DF MATE

¨ ¨ 7 MITCHELL DUKE DF PEPPER MONEY 

¨ ¨ 8 JORDAN O'DOHERTY MF JD SPORTS

¨ ¨ 9 NICOLAI MÜLLER FW STULZ

¨ ¨ 10 RADOSLAW MAJEWSKI MF

¨ ¨ 11 BRUCE KAMAU FW CASTLE HILL HYUNDAI 

¨ ¨ 13 TASS MOURDOUKOUTAS DF TRINITAS GROUP

¨ ¨ 14 ALEX MEIER FW TURNER FREEMAN LAWYERS

¨ ¨ 16 MATHIEU CORDIER DF

¨ ¨ 17 KEANU BACCUS MF BEST SIGNS 

¨ ¨ 19 PIRMIN SCHWEGLER MF CENTURIA

¨ ¨ 20 VEDRAN JANJETOVIC GK JOE BLACK

¨ ¨ 21 TAREK ELRICH DF CLUB MARCONI

¨ ¨ 22 NICHOLAS SULLIVAN MF A.S.S. FENCING

¨ ¨ 23 KOSTA GROZOS MF GPP EXCAVATIONS

¨ ¨ 27 KWAME YEBOAH FW REES ELECTRICAL

¨ ¨ 28 FABIAN MONGE MF

¨ ¨ 29 DANIEL WILMERING MF WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY

¨ ¨ 30 DANIJEL NIZIC GK

¨ ¨ 31 NOAH PAGDEN DF

¨ ¨ 33 TATE RUSSELL DF INDUSTRIAL HARVEST

¨ ¨ 34 PATRICK ZIEGLER DF MULTIQUIP

¨ ¨ 35 MOHAMED ADAM FW LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

¨ ¨ 37 JAKE TREW FW BELROCK BROKING

¨ ¨ 40 NICHOLAS SUMAN GK HERTZ

¨ ¨ 50 JACK GREENWOOD GK

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES
MARCUS BABBEL JEAN-PAUL DE MARIGNY

LABINOT HALITI

DAVIDE DEL GIOVINE

SUBSTITUTES
OFF ON

SQUAD
# NAME POS. S B
1 TOM GLOVER GK ¨ ¨
2 SCOTT GALLOWAY DF ¨ ¨
3 SCOTT JAMIESON DF ¨ ¨
4 HARRISON DELBRIDGE DF ¨ ¨
6 JOSHUA BRILLIANTE MF ¨ ¨
7 ROSTYN GRIFFITHS MF ¨ ¨
8 MARCELO CABRERA FW ¨ ¨
9 JAMIE MACLAREN FW ¨ ¨

10 FLORIN BERENGUER MF ¨ ¨
11 CRAIG NOONE FW ¨ ¨
13 NATHANIEL ATKINSON MF ¨ ¨
17 DENIS GENREAU MF ¨ ¨
19 LACHLAN WALES FW ¨ ¨
20 ADRIAN LUNA MF ¨ ¨
21 RAMY NAJJARINE MF ¨ ¨
22 CURTIS GOOD DF ¨ ¨
23 DEAN BOUZANIS GK ¨ ¨
30 MOUDI NAJJAR FW ¨ ¨
34 CONNOR METCALFE MF ¨ ¨
35 RAPHAEL BORGES RODRIGUES FW ¨ ¨
36 KERRIN STROKES DF ¨ ¨
38 YAYA DUKULY FW ¨ ¨
39 IRDRUS ABDULAHI MF ¨ ¨
40 RICHARD WINDBICHLER DF ¨ ¨
46 JOEL GAUCI GK ¨ ¨
49 STEFAN COLAKOVSKI FW ¨ ¨

COACH ASSISTANT COACHES
ERICK MOBAERTS ALAIN FIARD

PATRICK KISNORBO

NEIL YOUNG

SUBSTITUTES
OFF ON
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Can you spot the five differences below?

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: 1. Name missing off Brooks; 2.Wanderers logo missing off Vesna; 3. Number 11 
missing; 4. Intermain logo missing off Vesna; 5. Person in background missing.   JUNIOR QUIZ ANSWERS: 
1.Kristen Hamilton; Kyra Cooney-Cross; 2.Mitchell Duke; 3.Abby Smith; 4. Three

This week's Junior 
Wanderers is Darius!

"The day I'm waiting 
for is the day that the 
Wanderers lift the 
A-League trophy at 
Wanderland. I don't care 
how long it takes, one 
day, it'll happen. This 
season is the one."

WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR! 

Send your answer to 
competitions@
wswanderersfc.com.au. 
The most passionate 
answer wins!

GRAB YOUR 
ANTHEM JACKET

WANDERERSSHOP.COM.AU

VISIT THE OUTLETS AT  
GATES A, B AND D
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1. �Name the two Wanderers 
who scored in the Westfield 
W-League season opener 
last week?

How good is having the 
Westfield W-League back!

We headed to Marconi 
Stadium to support the girls 
in their season opener against 
Adelaide United.

And what a night it was! US 
superstar Kristen Hamilton got 
on the scoresheet while young 
gun Kyra Cooney-Cross sealed 
the deal in the final minutes of 
the match.

It was a fantastic performance 
by the team and we can't wait 
to see what else they have 
in store for the rest of the 
Westfield W-League season.

What's even better is that 
tonight we get to watch both 

2. ��Which Wanderer was recently 
named in the Socceroos squad?

3. �Name the Wanderers Westfield 
W-League goalkeeper?

4. �How many double headers 
do the Wanderers have this 
season?

our Wanderers boys and girls 
play on the grand stage of 
Bankwest Stadium.

We love double headers and 
it always turns into a great day 
out where we can support both 
our favourite teams.

If you see us around at 
tonight's match make sure you 
say hello and get a photo! 

LOVING 
WANDERLAND?
GRAB A MEMBERSHIP AND  SECURE YOUR 
SEAT FOR THE  REST OF THE SEASON!
FAMILIES FROM

PER 
MATCH$3600

*PRICE SHOWN IS FOR A FAMILY INCLUDING 2 ADULTS AND 1 JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP PARTNER
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THE WANDERERS HAVE MADE THEIR INTENTIONS CLEAR 
FOR THE W-LEAGUE SEASON

W-LEAGUE
REVOLUTION

It's been a season in the making but it looks clear already that the Wanderers 
are serious contenders for a place in the Finals Series this Westfield 
W-League season. 

A long-range free kick from new recruit Kyra Cooney-Cross helped the 
Wanderers secure a last gasp 2-1 win over Adelaide United in the opening 
round of the season at Marconi Stadium.

Coming on for her debut for the club as a substitute early in the second 
half, the Young Matilda fired in a long-range effort on 92 minutes that eluded 
everyone in the box before sneaking into the bottom right-hand corner of the net.

In what was an entertaining game, the Wanderers had to come from a goal 
down after falling behind to a Mary Fowler penalty in the 37th minute.

However, Dean Heffernan’s side showed plenty of resilience to level up just 
before half time through US international Kristen Hamilton.

Hamilton was on the spot at the far post to head home a superb cross from 
the right from Alix Roberts.

Hamilton showed some outstanding touches during the game, exciting the 
fans with her skill and exceptional speed. 

Her compatriot and teammate Abby Smith was also in great form, 
producing four stunning saves.

Despite missing two key signings in Lynn Williams (USA) and Denise 
O’Sullivan (Republic of Ireland), the Red & Black produced some quality 
football at times against an Adelaide side that gave them a hard-fought 
contest for the entire 90 minutes. 

Wanderers head coach Heffernan named a strong starting line-up, 
including American trio  Smith in goals, Sam Staab in the heart of the 
defence and Hamilton upfront at the point of the attack.

The Wanderers started the game strongly, dominating the first 20 minutes 
with some slick football.

They should have been rewarded just six minutes into the game when 
Cortnee Vine found herself on the end of a superb cross. Her header hit the 
base of the left post and the ball fell to Erica Halloway but her effort was 
cleared off the line.

The Red & Black then peppered the visitor’s goal with a series of long 
range efforts but to no avail.

United provided a scare on 16 minutes when Isobel Hodgson broke down 
the right flank, surged into the box and fired off a solid shot that was well 
saved by keeper Abby Smith.

Smith was again called into action in the 27th minute, coming off her line 
and getting down low to deny Fowler from point-blank range.

But, Smith could do nothing to prevent United going ahead on 37 minutes 
with Fowler converting from the spot after she had been fouled in the area.

However, Western Sydney refused to be rattled and found themselves on 
level terms just a minute before half time following some great work down 
the left side by Roberts.

Roberts took the ball to the byline before sending an outstanding cross to the 
far post where Hamilton made no mistake, nodding home from close range.

The Wanderers had the better of the second half as they searched desperately 
for a winner, but had to wait until Cooney-Cross’s 92nd minute effort.

The solid and gritty result marked the beginning of the Heffernan era, with 
the Wander Woman playing a passionate and lethal style of football.

With sights set on making the Westfield W-League Finals Series for the 
first time in the club's history, there is true belief now that Heffernan could 
be the first coach to take the Red & Black there.  
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(This page) Celebrating the historic Wanderers 

first round win
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It’s been a tough and frustrating period for 
Bruce Kamau but the talented attacker-
come-defender is ready to make up for lost 
time against Melbourne City at Bankwest 
Stadium tonight.

One of a host of impressive performers 
during the seemingly never ending pre-
season, Kamau was unfortunately struck 
down with a groin injury with the start of the 
Hyundai A-League season agonisingly in sight.

It saw him spend almost two months on 
the sidelines as he worked tirelessly to get 

THE FORMER CITY MAN IS SET TO MAKE HIS RETURN 
FROM INJURY TONIGHT

back to peak fitness as the Wanderers got 
off to a terrific start, going unbeaten in their 
opening four games.

The 24-year-old is expected to be included 
in the match day squad for the game against 
his former club and he can’t wait to get back 
on the field.

“I am back training and, fitness wise, I am 
back up there,” Kamau said. “Last week’s bye 
has helped even more and given me that extra 
bit of time to make sure everything is OK.

“I am fully fit and available.”

In the little over 12 months he has been 
at the Wanderers since joining from City last 
season, Kamau has shown his versatility and 
ability to adapt his game. 

He was originally signed as an attacker, 
but head coach Markus Babbel saw 
something in him that suggested he could 
be useful playing in a deeper role. 

Kamau ended up playing as a right 
back in several games last season 
and it appears to have become a more 
permanent move this season after he 

KAMAU 
BOUNCES BACK
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produced some quality displays during the 
pre-season. 

He really developed his game and was very 
comfortable getting up and down the right flank 
using his speed and skill, while his crossing 
provided plenty of opportunities for the strikers.

While he admits he still prefers to play 
further up the field as a winger, Kamau 
is happy to do whatever is needed for the 
benefit of the team.

“I have been moved around because we 
have a few different systems, but I am happy 

to do whatever the coach needs me to do,” 
he added.

Kamau expects the third-placed Red & 
Black to bounce back from their first loss of 
the season to Western United two weeks ago 
against a City side that is top of the table.

“City are a good side and have some 
excellent players like (Jamie) Maclaren,” he 
said. “It is definitely going to be a great game.

“But, we will focus on ourselves. If we 
do what we need to do we will get the right 
result.” 

(Left to Right) Kamau celebrating the Derby with Baccus; 

Kamau playing against City

www.hydraulicdistributors.com.au
(02) 4721 5544
sales@hdaus.com.au

EXPERIENCE  
THE DIFFERENCE

Hydraulic Services,  
Repairs & Parts

 » Expert technical advice

 » Swift & professional service

 » Massive range of hydraulic components
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PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BYTAKE 
FIVE

WE'RE BACK

In Round 1 we were obviously down a goal 
towards the end of the half and we started 
to press forward a little bit. 

I saw Robbo (Alix Roberts) making a 
great run down the right-hand side and 
having only played with her for a week, I 
knew that she was going to get on the end 
of it and get a good cross on it.

So I just tried to get myself into the box 
and ended up on the end of it, scoring my 
first goal for the Red 
& Black. 

The Wanderers are a really blue-collar, 
hard working team and that's what I 
embody as well as a player and what I try 
to embody.

The move to Australia with the Wanderers 
has been easy.

Everyone's been great, they have been 
super welcoming and everyone just wants 
to work for each other.

It's a really great club. 
I'm excited to be part of it and we go the 

result in Round 1 against Adelaide United 
so we're on the way up.

We're expecting to have another gritty 
performance against Newcastle  
Jets tonight.

We're going to work hard for each other. 
We can score goals, we can defend well and 
we can make a game exciting. 

So now I'm looking forward to us 
getting better in every game that we play 
together and hopefully we can make the 
Finals this season for the very first time 
in the club's history. 

FOLLOW KRISTEN ON TWITTER 
  @KHAMILTON7

KRISTEN HAMILTON RECAPS HER FIRST 
GOAL FOR THE RED & BLACK

 �LISTEN TO ALL THE LATEST TUNES FROM WESTERN SYDNEY ARTISTS 
ON SPOTIFY — SEARCH FOR WSWANDERERSFC

BECAUSE I LOVE YOU MONTAIGNE 
FEEL SOMETHING B WISE 
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE ONE FOUR 
FEUGO MANU CROOKS 
NO EFFECT HOOLIGAN HEFS 

MY GUN THE RUBENS 
SHE LOOKS SO PERFECT 5SOS 
BAD HABITS KERSER 
LEADLIGHT JULIA JACKLIN 
WE GET AROUND URTHBOY
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PRIDE. POWER. WEST.

SCHOOLS CUP A 
HUGE SUCCESS... 
AGAIN

"It's very fun, you get to play with 
your friends, learn about football and 
it wouldn't be possible without the 
Wanderers!"

St Mary’s Primary (George’s Hall) 
student Jack Maka best summed up the 
seventh edition of the Wanderers Schools 
Cup that was completed last week with 
over 30 schools from Sydney’s western 
region competing.

With a large group of the Wanderers 
Hyundai A-League squad looking on at 
various times - and thoroughly  
enjoying the spectacles - the kids showed 
what they were made of in the  
knock-out tournament

This year’s event saw a record 
amount of teams and players compete, 
highlighting the Wanderers ongoing 
commitment to the general community. 

The aim of the tournament is to encourage 
football participation and physical activity in 
a safe and welcoming football environment. 

The Schools Cup caters for both primary 
and secondary schools and allows for 
teachers to bring students to an exciting 
football-filled gala day. 

Schools can provide mixed, girls or boys 
teams to compete and regional winners 
receive an invitation to the Finals series in 
Term 4 at Blacktown. 

Bonnyrigg Heights primary school teacher 
Paige Anlezark, who coached their girls team, 
praised the concept and the organisation.

“We played in it last year and it seems to 
run very well,” said Anlezark.

“It’s a good challenge for the girls to play 
different schools from the area.”

"It's a fantastic experience all round."
Once the afternoon wrapped up, Mamre 

Anglican School won the Primary boys 
tournament while St Bernadette took out 
the girls.

High schools will get their turn to win the 
Wanderers Schools Cup on 26 November. 

 �TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT 
WANDERLAND.COM.AU

This week our Centuria Wandercrew 
members  of the week are our Westfield 
W-League Ball Kids!

This group of girls help out at all our 
Westfield W-League home matches for the 
season showing their dedication and support 
for our Wander Women!

These volunteers are part of the Centuria 
Wandercrew workforce and roles range from 
helping with our activations to taking care 
of the hundreds of Miniroos that take to the 
field every week at half-time. 

 �SIGN UP TODAY TO VOLUNTEER FOR 
THE CLUB VISIT WANDERLAND.COM.
AU/WANDERCREW

HELPING 
OUT
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WE ARE THE WANDERERS.

THE COFFEE EMPORIUM PROUD
PARTNER OF THE WANDERERS

The Coffee Emporiums was proudlyfounded 
in Western Sydney when their very first 
coffee house opened in 1991. Over the last 
27 years The Coffee Emporium has become 
one of Australia’s leading speciality coffee 
retailers, providing guests with a premium 
coffee and dining experience.

With coffee houses across Australia and 
Internationally, The Coffee Emporium are 
rapidly expanding. Our commitment to 
excellent customer service combined with our 
multi award-winning coffee blend and mouth-
watering food (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 
menus, has made us known as more than just 
a cafe and instead renowned for being the 
premium coffee and dining destination.

Partnering with the Wanderers has only 
reinforced their commitment to the Western 
Sydney community, in addition to bringing 
great coffee and food to Wanderers fans 
and the community, The Coffee Emporium 
has also become an attractive option for 
individuals who are interested in becoming 
their own boss. Many individuals in Western 
Sydney have seized this opportunity and 
joined The Coffee Emporium as a franchise 
partner for the expanding brand.

At The Coffee Emporium franchise partners 
are much more than business partners, they 
are valued members, part of our big family 
dedicated to providing guests with the best 
coffee, great food and outstanding service.

The Coffee Emporium have some great 
opportunities across NSW and would love 
to talk to you about how they can provide 
the foundation and support to allow you to 
achieve your own business aspirations and 
to become your own boss. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE 
CROWN AND WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE PLEASE 
CONTACT US VIA SUPPORTOFFICE@
THECOFFEEEMPORIUM.COM.AU OR CALL 
US ON (02) 9635 1222.

LOOKING FOR A GREAT BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY? LOOK FOR THE CROWN!

New customers only. Excludes tolls/third-party charges. See website for full T&C's. Offer expires 30 April 2020.

Use code: WSW

Download the app today.

off your first 2 rides
$10+$10
Official rideshare partner

Take us for a ride
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WE ARE THE RED & BLACK.

CO-MAJOR PARTNERS

SENIOR PARTNERS

CHARITY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL CATEGORY PARTNERS

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

A.S.S. Fencing
Aruma 
Access Fire Protection
Accor Hotels
Alex&Co.
Alpha Fit
Australian Turf Club
Benedict
Bleasdale National Contractors

Castle Hill Hyundai
Choice Pharmacy
City of Parramatta
Cyient
Elite Travel
Event Cinemas
Four J’s Cleaning Services
G.P.P. Skip Bins
Hertz

Icons of Sport
Industrial Harvest
JDC Prime Holdings
Joe Black
Landscape Solutions
Multiquip Transport
Potentia Tutoring
REES Electrical 
Sound Agents

Stulz
Thai Airways International
Ticketmaster
Trinitas Group
Vegeta
Waterview in Bicentennial Park

BUSINESS PARTNERS

HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE & WESTFIELD W-LEAGUE PARTNERS




